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Shakib Isfahani. Given the lack of sufficient studies on the poems of
this contemporary poet, this article aims to explore his intellectual and
linguistic worldview about the Imam Zaman. This research was
conducted by combining thematic pattern-finding methods and
conceptual metaphor analysis within the framework of Lakoff and
Johnson's theory. The findings show that Shakib presents a
comprehensive picture of the Imam using multifaceted metaphors.
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Eight key mental patterns, including "the Imam as a source of cosmic
light," "the powerful king," "the divine spirit and essence," "the
blueprint of existence," "the gardener and nature," "the physician and
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the healer," "result of prophecy and pontificate," and "the absent
present," were identified in his poems. Each of these patterns portrays
a different aspect of the Imam's existence. These patterns show that
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Shakib has created a comprehensive and multidimensional image of
the Imam's face in his poems by using conceptual metaphors, in such
a way that the mental patterns and metaphors used in his poems both
express the Imam's sacred and divine characteristics, rely on his socio-
political position as the guardian of the Islamic community, and
observe the aspect of the Imam's healing and assistance in the spiritual
and personal relationship with the poet as his disciple and Shia.
Overall, Shakib Isfahani's Mahdavi odes can be considered an
outstanding reflection of the Mahdavi worldview in the form of
literature, especially during the transition period from Qajar to
Pahlavi, which is therefore considered a valuable source for literary-
religious studies and Shia eschatology.
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