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Takudar, who bore the Muslim name Ahmad, was the first Ilkhan to
convert to Islam. After him, the Islamization of Mahmud Ghazan Khan,
the seventh Ilkhan of the Mongols, is regarded as one of the most
significant historical developments of the Ilkhanate period, leaving
profound consequences for Iran’s political, religious, and social structure.
This act not only brought about changes in religious relations and reduced
the influence of non-Islamic faiths such as Buddhism, Judaism, and
Christianity, but also consolidated the Ilkhanid power and strengthened
Islam, especially Shi‘ism. This historical transformation, alongside
religious motives, was rooted in Ghazan Khan’s political and social aims
to gain the support of Iranian Muslims and reduce religious divides. The
aim of this study is to examine the consequences of Ghazan Khan’s
Islamization on the political and religious structure of the Ilkhanate and to
analyze the role of this transformation in stabilizing Ilkhanid power and
its interaction with Iranian elites. The research method is library-based
with a descriptive-analytical approach, and the data have been collected
and analyzed from reputable historical sources and scholarly studies. The
findings show that Ghazan Khan’s Islamization, together with extensive
administrative reforms, the expansion of Shi‘ism, the reduction of
religious tensions, and the strengthening of the political legitimacy of the
Ilkhanate, accompanied these changes. The results emphasize two
historical outcomes: first, the gradual ascendancy of Iranian-Islamic
culture and civilization over Mongol structures; second, the central role of
the period’s transformations in shaping favorable conditions for the spread
of Shi‘ism in Iran. This process affected not only political sovereignty but
also Iran’s cultural identity in the ensuing centuries. Keywords:
Islamization, Ghazan Khan, Ilkhanate, Buddhism, Shi‘ism, religious and
political developments.
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